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mwiication by the shortest possible route between the dis-
tant Maritime Province and Central Russia. Strategically,
both Alexander III and his successor attributed a strictly
defensive importance to the road. Under no circumstance
was the Trans-Siberian to serve as a means for territorial
expansion.
When Li Hung Chang on his journey to Russia reached
the Suez Canal, he was met by Prince Ukhtoniski, at that
time one of the Emperor's intimates. This was done at
my instance* It had come to my knowledge that England,
Germany and Austria were eager to decoy Li Hung Chang
and that they wanted him to go to St. Petersburg through
western Europe. I, on the contrary, desired to prevent him
from visiting any other European country before his arrival
in Russia, for it was clear to me that while in Europe Li
Hung Chang was bound to become the object of various
intrigues on the part of the European statesmen.
Prince Ukhtomski met the Chinese dignitary and ap-
parently succeeded in establishing cordial relations with
him. In spite of the fact that Li Hung Chang was showered
with invitations to various European ports, he boarded the
Rossiya> a steamer of the Russian Steamship and Com-
merce Corporation, specially prepared for us for the pur-
pose, and proceeded straight to Odessa, accompanied by
his retinue and Prince Ukhtomski. In that city he was
given an honorary guard consisting of a detachment of our
troops. At my instance, he was allowed to go directly to
St. Petersburg, although Prince Lobanov-Rostovsky was of
the opinion that Li Hung Chang should be kept waiting
for the coronation at Odessa. Inasmuch as our Minister
of Foreign Affairs was entirely ignorant of our Far-Eastern
policy, I was empowered by His Majesty to conduct the
negotiations with our Chinese guest.
I was told that in conducting negotiations with Chinese
officials it was necessary, above all, not to show any haste,